selective agar plates, brilliant green agar and xylose lysine desoxycholate agar. Plates were incubated for 22 h at 37°C.
Salmonella was detected in samples from eight chameleons. To increase the chance of detecting any strains of Salmonella serotype Tel-el-kebir that might be present, 16 presumptive positive isolates from each sample were selected for further identification (i.e., four isolates from each agar plate and from each selective broth). This resulted in the identification of seven different Salmonella strains, including Salmonella serotype Tel-el-kebir in three chameleons (Table 1 ). In total, 11 isolates were identified as Salmonella serotype Tel-el-kebir. Of these, 10 originated from RVS broth and 1 originated from selenite cystine broth. As indicated in Table 1 , multiple strains were isolated from two animals: three different Salmonella strains were isolated from chameleon 4, including Salmonella enterica subsp. (I) enterica serotype Enteritidis phage type 52, a new phage type defined for the first time for these chameleon isolates, and Salmonella enterica subsp. (III) arizonae, a subspecies with known links to reptiles. Chameleon 8 yielded two serotypes. Salmonella enterica subsp. (IV) houtenae serotype Houten was isolated from chameleons 2 and 3. This subspecies is rare and found mainly in reptiles.
It has been recognized previously that exotic pets may be a source of salmonellosis (3, 4) . However, it is interesting that multiple Salmonella serotypes occurred in two of the reptiles studied here (Table 1) . Over 90% of reptiles may carry Salmonella, and up to five different serotypes have been isolated from a single reptile (3). Thus, it is our conclusion that when investigating reptiles implicated in human cases of salmonellosis, it may be necessary to select several presumptive Salmonella colonies from primary detection media for identification and serotyping, in order to detect the organism that is the cause of human disease. Moreover, the use of the more intensive method for the detection of Salmonella (designed for food analysis) may be recommended in this type of investigation, since the additional preenrichment stage compared to standard clinical microbiology methods is designed to resuscitate stressed organisms and ensure the growth of even low numbers of salmonellas to detectable levels. Furthermore, the use of two selective enrichment broths broadens the range of Salmonella strains likely to be grown. In this study, Salmonella serotype Tel-el-kebir was detected more readily from RVS broth than from selenite cystine broth (10 of 11 isolates were from RVS broth). In comparison, a selenite-based broth is used as a single enrichment medium in many clinical microbiology laboratories. 
